Systemic autoimmune disorders, such as systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), are characterised by immunological dysfunction, affecting skin, lung, heart, and muscle. ' Investigators have directed attention towards immunological abnormalities,l and there are few data about the pathophysiology of intracellular molecules of peripheral blood mononuclear cells in autoimmune diseases.
Changes of gene expression in response to heat shock stress (raised temperature) have tTitre of antinuclear factor (ANF) is less than 2 in normal subjects.
SAnti-dsDNA (anti-double-stranded DNA) is less than 10 U/ml in normal subjects. healthy subjects as controls. We used a nuclear run on transcription technique with human hsp 70 cDNA and a ,B actin probe. We first found a spontaneous increase of the transcriptional level of the hsp 70 gene in peripheral blood mononuclear cells of patients with active SLE (fig 1) . 
